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ABSTRACT 



A comparative study of value orientations among Finnish and 
Chinese adolescents was conducted focusing on how secondary school students 
in these two cultures understand the purpose and meaningfulness of their 
lives and the value purposes they foresee in the future. The survey took 
place in the comprehensive schools of suburban towns in Finland and China. 

The 342 Finnish and 183 Chinese students were all in grade 9. Data came from 
the Purpose in Life Test (J. Crumbaugh and L. Maholik, 1969, as modified by 
H. Niemie (1987), Deans Alienation Scale (D. Dean 1961, as modified by 
Niemie, 1987) , and a value purpose questionnaire developed for the study. 
Results reveal the different cultural orientations of the two societies. In 
Finland, young people have a very individualistic view of their lives and 
seem very self -regulated and self-determined. In social issues, they are less 
empowered than Chinese teenagers, who grow up in a society in which family 
and collective values are emphasized. Some limitations of the study, in terms 
of translation and student age, are discussed. Three appendixes contain three 
tables of study data. (Contains 9 tables and 25 references.) (SLD) 
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Dean’s Alienation Seale was modified to measure how students react to social empowerment in 
their life (Dean 1961, see also Niemi 1987, p.41). The variables covered different aspects of social 
empowerment, such as social responsibilities, interdependence and abilities to handle social 
interaction. 



Empirical results and evidence 
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Appendix 3. Lite Purposes Questionnaire. The means, standard deviation and ANOVA scores of 
I jfe purposes ( I = fits completely with my opinion, 2 = fits to some extent with my opinion, 3 = 
difficult to say, 4 = doesn't fit with my opinion, 5 = doesn’t fit at all with my opinion). Finns N = 
342. Chinese N = 183 
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